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BLAZE GROWS AMID SHIFTING WINDS 


Firefighters battle to protect 
threatened coastal areas 


By Christopher Weber 
The Associated Press 


Thousands of firefighters tried Sunday to shield 
coastal communities from one of the biggest wild- 
fires in California history while a funeral proces- 
sion rolled past burn-scarred hillsides in honor 
of one of their colleagues who was killed battling 
the flames. 

Crews cleared brush and dug containment lines 
above hillside neighborhoods in Santa Barbara 
County, taking advantage of slightly calmer winds 
a day after gusts fanned a flare-up that prompted 
more evacuations. 

“Everything’s holding really well,” fire informa- 
tion officer Lisa Cox said. “Thousands of homes 
have been saved.” 

While gusts had eased somewhat, even lower 
intensity winds were still dangerous, she warned. 
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TERRY PIERSON — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Firefighters and the public show their support for firefighter Cory 
Iverson, who was killed battling the Thomas fire, as the funeral 
procession heads south on Highway 71in Chino Hills on Sunday. 


Thousands line 
funeral procession’s 
route in tribute 


By Brooke Staggs 
bstaggs@scng.com 
JournoBrooke on Twitter 


Waving American flags and hold- 
ing their hands to their hearts, thou- 
sands of people came from through- 
out California on Sunday to observe 
the funeral procession taking fire- 
fighter Cory Iverson home to San Diego just days 
before Christmas. 

The 32-year-old firefighter died Thursday after 
he was injured while battling the massive Thomas 
fire. The procession started at 10 a.m. Sunday at 
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INVESTIGATION: REHAB RIVIERA, PART 2 


TRYING TO REGULATE 
‘THE WILD, WILD WEST 


Urine empire exposes flaws in state rehab law 


Rams thump 
Seahawks 
in 42-7 rout 


The Rams took control of the 
NFC West and vented 14 years 
of frustration with a resounding 
victory over the Seahawks in Se- 
attle. In the process, Todd Gurley 
stamped his candidacy for MVP 
of the NFL by accounting for four 
touchdowns. SPORTS 1 


JOHN FROSCHAUER — AP 


Los Angeles Rams cornerback 
Trumaine Johnson (22) and 
running back Todd Gurley 
celebrate on the sidelines Sunday 
during the second half of the game 
against the Seattle Seahawks in 
Seattle. 


Power outage grounds 
scores of planes in Atlanta 
A fire in an electrical facility may 
have caused the blackout. Delta 


said more than 450 ot its flights 
were canceled. News 3 


By Tony Saavedra 

and Scott Schwebke 
tsaavedra@scng.com and sschwebke@scng.com 
@tonysaavedra2 on Twitter 


Philip Ganong, his wife and their 34-year- 
old son built a fast-growing, multimillion- 
dollar empire on urine. 

They collected it from drug addicts at 
their chain of Southern California sober- 
living homes. They created labs to test it. 
And they charged insurance companies to 
analyze it. 

But the success story was a scam, accord- 
ing to prosecutors, who have accused the 
Ganongs of fraud. They allege the family 
used a network of doctors and others to bilk 
insurers out of as much as $22 million for 
tests that were unnecessary or never per- 
formed. 

The Ganongs have pleaded not guilty and 
are awaiting trial. 

But the allegations raised in the Ganong 
case highlight what a growing number of 
critics say are chronic shortcomings in the 
oversight of California’s multibillion-dollar 
drug rehabilitation industry. 
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Earlier this year, the Southern California News Group published Rehab Riviera, a three-part investigation about fraud, bad medi- 
cine and the victims in the region’s booming drug and alcohol recovery industry. Since then, we have looked deeper, finding more 
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Tonmoy Sharma, founder and CEO of Sovereign Health, an addiction treatment company, a l 
talks about the FBI raid earlier this year in San Clemente. Sharma and Sovereign Health are <O- 70/50 | 73/43 
under investigation by the FBI. Sharma says he has done nothing wrong. | 


THE SERIES 


problems in the rehab business. Here’s what we'll bring you over the next two days: 


TODAY | Urine Inc.: In California, even someone convicted of fraud 

or drug dealing or medical malpractice can make money in rehab, of- 
ten through the vertical integration of insurance payments for urine 
testing. Our rules are lax, but prosecutors are watching. 


NICK AGRO — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Tammy Smick of Downey sits in the bedroom that belonged to her son Alex, who died nearly six years ago after being admitted to an Orange 
County treatment program. He was found to have died from an acute intoxication from several drugs ordered during treatment. 


TUESDAY | Welcome homeless: At least part of Southern Califor- 
nia’s homeless boom seems to be fueled by the region’s 1,100 rehab 
centers. Some woo out-of-state addicts with free, one-way trips, 
only to kick them to the streets after their insurance runs out. 


INDY SCHAUER — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Adan Gatica, 3, checks out Santa 
— Fullerton defense lawyer Ray 
Dinari — during the 23rd annual 
toy drive and ride for CHOC in 
Orange on Sunday. 


Christmas arrives early 
for children at CHOC 


About 450 motorcycle riders 

on decorated Harleys delivered 
donated toys to CHOC patients. 
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